
Public Opinion Polling Practicum: Writing Assignment 3 
 

Directions: This assignment requires you analyze results from a survey of Alabama voters. Your work is 
due no later than 11:59:59 pm on April 28, 2022 via email. Perform each of the following tasks. 
 

1. Download these data, which are the result of an Emerson College survey of registered Alabama 
voters, conducted between March 25-27, 2022. Notice at the bottom of the Excel file that there are 
five tabs. The first contains the poll’s topline results, the second and third a series of crosstabs, the 
fourth the results of chi-squared test statistics, and the last details of how the poll was conducted. 
Familiarize yourself with this file.  

2. Your task is to write a press release based upon the results of this poll. Imagine you’re a pollster 
working for Emerson College, distributing the results of your poll to the public. For your press 
release, focus on either the Alabama Republican primary election for governor or U.S. Senate. 
Identify some salient feature(s) of the campaign. Who’s up? Who’s down? And then use the 
crosstabs made available to help explain why some candidates are leading and others are trailing.  

3. To help make your press release more engaging, consider linking (like I did above where the word, 
“data,” is literally a hyperlink) to news stories from places like Alabama Daily News, the Alabama 
Reporter, AL.com, or the Montgomery Advertiser that give your analysis context. For example, if 
I wanted to explain why one candidate was not doing as well as we might expect them to, I might 
link to a news story about something unpopular they did and tie that development in to my analysis.  

4. Remember that a press release should be concise and to the point. You need a catchy title, a strong 
lede, and a body that hooks its reader with the most salient information needed to explain not only 
what the public thinks but also why. Be sure to conclude your press release with a paragraph related 
to the methodology by which the poll was conducted, along with your contact information.  

https://davidahughes.files.wordpress.com/2022/04/emerson_poll.xlsx

