
POLS 2020: Study Guide 4 
 
Use the following prompts to help you study for the fourth POLS 2020 exam. Think critically 
about these issues, and be thorough in your preparations. Remember that the final exam is 
cumulative, so be sure to review the previous three study guides and your performance on the 
exams as you study.  
 

1. How does a concept like “public opinion” differ from one like “ideology”?  
2. Why does public opinion matter in a democracy like the United States?  
3. Generally, what happens to the accuracy of a poll as its sample size increases/decreases? 

Why?  
4. What is the “margin of error”? How does this relate to the concept of a “statistical dead-

heat/tie”?  
5. Explain the difference between benchmark, tracking, exit, and push polls. What is a focus 

group, and why is it less generalizable compared to, say, a benchmark poll?  
6. Define the concept, “political socialization.” How might a sociobiological interpretation of 

political attitudes counter the socialization hypothesis?  
7. Be able to explain every term in the following equation in addition to the kinds of social, 

political, economic, etc. factors that affect them:  
𝑈𝑈(𝑉𝑉) = 𝑝𝑝(𝐵𝐵)− 𝐶𝐶 + 𝐷𝐷. 

8. Explain how the choice to vote might be considered a free-rider problem. What kinds of 
government policies might be enacted to overcome this collective action dilemma? What 
kinds of government policies have raised the costs to voting?  

9. Why is voting in presidential elections higher compared to midterm elections?  
10. Why is it that individuals are more likely to vote (or participate in politics generally) as 

they get older, earn more money, or have a more advanced education?  
11. What are the most common forms of voter fraud? How common are these?   
12. Define a “political intermediary.” Explain how political parties, special interest groups, 

and the media all operate as political intermediaries.  
13. What kinds of collective action problems do political parties/special interests/media help 

society to solve?  
14. Explain how political parties help to recruit and fund candidates, run government, and 

organize public opinion in American politics.  
15. Identify the different party systems that have existed since the American founding. 

Explain what led to the emergence/downfall of each of these systems.  
16. What is a special interest group, and what kinds of interests does it represent?  
17. Explain the difference between “inside” versus “outside” lobbying. How do either 

attempt to accomplish a lobbyist’s goals?  
18. How does lobbying improve policy-making? How might it be dangerous to collective 

goals?  
19. What is “mass media”? How does it help to set the agenda in American politics via their 

role as gate-keepers?  
20. Explain the problem of confirmation bias in American media consumption (sometimes 

termed “echo-chambers”).  
 


