
Public Opinion Polling Practicum (Spring 2022, 2nd Half Term) 
 

POLS 3970 (3315)/COMM 3300 (3332-D) 
 

Department of Political Science and Public Administration 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 

Auburn University at Montgomery 
 
Professor:  David A. Hughes, Ph.D. 
Meeting Times:  M & W, 5:00 to 7:30 pm (Goodwyn Hall 204) 
Office:    Goodwyn Hall 209G 
Office Hours:  M-TH, 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Phone:   334-244-3594 
Email:   david.hughes@aum.edu 
 
 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the theory and practice of public opinion 
polling. It takes a hands-on, practitioner’s approach that will give students the opportunity to write 
and design surveys, to accurately sample populations of interest, to conduct polling over the 
internet, and to analyze and present survey results to appropriate audiences. No prerequisites are 
required for enrollment in this course.  
 
Student Learning Objectives: By the time students complete this course, they should be able to: 
 

1. Explain how survey question wording relates to variable mismeasurement,  
2. Explain the ways scientists sample populations of interest, 
3. Interpret survey results appropriately, and 
4. Present survey results to appropriate audiences in written form.   

 
Required Text:  The following text is required for every student enrolled in this course:  
 
Ruel, Erin, William Edward Wagner III, and Brian Joseph Gillespie. The Practice of Survey 

Research: Theory and Applications. Los Angeles: Sage Press. ISBN: 978-1-4522-3527-1.  
 
Computers and Software: For this class, we will engage in rudimentary data analysis. As such, 
you will need to acquire computer software capable of performing these tasks. I will provide 
tutorials using the software, R. This software is available for free on the internet. You will also 
need to acquire access to Qualtrics to write public opinion surveys. A free version is available here. 
I recommend you bring a computer to class as we learn R together. 
 
Internet Materials: All course materials provided by me (syllabus, lecture slides, data, etc.) are 
available on my personal website (link here) and on Blackboard.   
 
Email: I encourage you to contact me via email as needed. Please note, however, that I observe 
ordinary working hours and will not necessarily respond to your email on a weekend, an AUM-
observed holiday, or outside the hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  
 
Course Requirements:  The following components are intended to provide students with multiple 
opportunities to demonstrate mastery of the course objectives. Specific requirements are as follows: 
 

https://cran.r-project.org/
https://www.qualtrics.com/free-account/
https://davidhughesphd.com/courses/survey-research/
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1. Data Assignments (3 total):  40% 
2. Writing Assignments (3 total):  40% 
3. Attendance and Participation:  20% 

    
Description of Course Requirements: This section provides additional details of the three 
components on which students will be assessed.  
 
Data Assignments: On three occasions, you will analyze survey research data using statistical 
software. Each assignment, which will be distributed one week before its due date, will require you 
to demonstrate mastery of concepts related to data coding, manipulation, analysis, and other related 
topics. Your work must be typed in full, and all R code must be included as an appendix. Each data 
assignment is due via email no later than 11:59:59 pm of the date it is due in the below schedule.  
 
Writing Assignments: On three occasions, you will complete a writing assignment that will require 
you to demonstrate mastery of concepts related to survey design, dissemination, interpretation, and 
other related topics. Your work must be typed in full. Each assignment is due via email no later 
than 11:59:59 pm of the date it is due in the below schedule.  
 
Attendance and Participation. Your attendance is required. This is a small class, and we will place 
a heavy emphasis on collaboration. You are expected to contribute to classroom discussion, to ask 
questions during class or during office hours, and to thoughtfully and respectfully engage with your 
peers or professor when they are speaking.  
 
Make-Up and Late Assignments:  If you miss an assignment, it can be made-up if and only if 
your absence from class is accompanied by a doctor’s note or for some properly documented family 
emergency, university-sanctioned event, or religious observance. Permitted make-up assignments 
must be completed within one week of a student’s return to regular university activities, and the 
nature of this assignment is at the discretion of the professor.  Make-ups will be scheduled on a 
case-by-case basis. Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for every day they are late. 
 
Final Grades:  Your final grade will be assessed according to the following scale: 
 
 A  90 to 100 
 B+  87 to 89 
 B  80 to 86 
 C+  77 to 79 
 C  70 to 76 
 D+  67 to 69 
 D  60 to 66 
 F  Below 60  
 
Course Schedule:  A tentative schedule appears below. Note that this outline is subject to change.   
 

Date Topic Reading Due 
March 2 Introduction Chapters 1-2  
March 7-9 Installing and running R 

Introduction to Qualtrics 
Research designs 
Measuring concepts 

Chapters 3-4  

March 14-16 No Class for Spring Break 
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March 21-23 Experimental designs 
Measurement validity/reliability 

Chapters 5-6 Data Assignment 1 
(March 24) 

March 28-30 Ethics in human subject research 
IRB protocols 
Sampling methods/inference 

Belmont Report 
Chapters 7-8 

Writing Assignment 1 
(March 31) 
 

April 4-6 Data collection and storage 
Writing codebooks 
Describing data 

Chapters 10-14 Writing Assignment 2 
(April 7) 

April 11-13 Survey toplines and crosstabs 
Margins of error 
Inference 

Chapter 15 Data Assignment 2 
(April 14) 

April 18-20 Press releases 
News/blog articles  

Blackboard 
Reading 1 

Data Assignment 3 
(April 21) 

April 25 Long-form writing 
Data visualization 

Blackboard 
Reading 2 

Writing Assignment 3 
(April 26) 

 
General University Policies 

 
Attendance Reporting Policy: An attendance verification policy is in place for students accepting 
federal grants and loans. Absences from class may affect a student’s eligibility for these funds. For 
regularly scheduled classes, attendance is monitored for the first three class meetings; for classes 
that meet on weekends, or once per week, attendance is monitored for the first two class meetings; 
for classes that meet for "half-term", attendance is monitored for the first two class meetings. 
Students who have not attended/participated in any session by the report date are reported as no 
shows and their financial aid may be reduced or cancelled as a result. 
 
Withdrawal: A student who wishes to withdraw from the course or has missed too many classes 
must complete the standard process for dropping a class by the withdrawal date for the term (Full 
term courses: Sunday March 27, 2022; first half-term courses: Sunday February 20, 2022; second 
half-term courses: Sunday April 17, 2022). 
 
Disability Accommodations: Students in face-to-face classes who need accommodations are 
asked to arrange a meeting during office hours to discuss your accommodations. If you have a 
conflict with office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact 
me by e-mail. If you have not registered for accommodation services through the Center for 
Disability Services (CDS), but need accommodations, make an appointment with CDS, 147 Taylor 
Center, or call 334-244-3631 or e-mail CDS at cds@aum.edu . 
 
Free Academic Support: All students have the opportunity to receive free academic support at 
AUM. Visit the Learning Center (LC) in the WASC on second floor Library or the Instructional 
Support Lab (ISL) in 203 Goodwyn Hall. The LC/ISL offers writing consulting as well as tutoring 
in almost every class through graduate school. The LC may be reached at 244-3470 (call or walk-
in for a session), and the ISL may be reached at 244-3265. ISL tutoring is first-come-first served. 
Current operating hours can be found at https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-
support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/ 
 
Academic Honesty: The Student Academic Honesty Code applies to all students taking Auburn 
University at Montgomery classes. By act of registration, all students agree to conform to this Code. 
The regulations are designed to support the interests of Auburn University at Montgomery and its 
students and faculty, in maintaining the honesty and integrity essential to and inherent in an 

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/
https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/
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academic institution. Full policy, including potential penalties for violation can be found in the 
Student Handbook beginning on pg. 67. Full text at: https://www.aum.edu/aum-student-handbook/  
(See course specific details elsewhere in the syllabus.) 
 
Technology Assistance: Students may seek technology assistance from the ITS Help Desk located 
in the computer lab on the first floor of the Taylor Center. You may also call 334-244-3500 or email 
helpdesk@aum.edu. 
 
Curtiss Course Critiques: AUM is committed to effective teaching. Students assist in maintaining 
and enhancing this effectiveness by completing teaching evaluations in a thoughtful and honest 
manner. We ask that you take time to respond to all questions and write comments. I can use your 
feedback to know what is working in the course and what is not working and improve the learning 
experience. The instructor will not be given students comments nor informed of the aggregate 
results of evaluations until after final grades have been submitted. All individual student responses 
will be confidential. The evaluations will be available on the following schedule:  
 
Full Term Courses:   Opens – April 13, 2022; Closes – April 27, 2022 
First Half-Term Courses: Opens – February 14, 2022; Closes – February 27, 2022 
Second Half-Term Courses: Opens – April 11, 2022; Closes – April 24, 2022   
 
https://www.aum.edu/curtiss-course-critiques/     
 
(See course specific details elsewhere in the syllabus.) 
 
Key Dates for Spring 2022 Second Half Term Classes 
 
Last Day to Add Classes    Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
Last Day for 100% Refund    Sunday, March 6, 2022 
Last Day for 50% Refund    Sunday, March 6, 2022 
Mid-Semester Grades Due    Sunday, April 3, 2022 
Spring Break       March 12 – 20, 2022 
Last Day to Drop     Sunday, April 17, 2022 
Classes End      Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
 

mailto:helpdesk@aum.edu
https://www.aum.edu/curtiss-course-critiques/
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