
Introduction to American Politics (Fall 2021) 
 

POLS 2020-B (CRN: 1165) 
 

Department of Political Science and Public Administration  
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 

Auburn University at Montgomery 
 

Professor:  David A. Hughes, Ph.D. 
Meeting Times:  T/TH, 10:50 am to 12:05 pm (Goodwyn 208) 
Office:    Goodwyn Hall 209G 
Office Hours:  M/W, 1:00 to 4:00 pm 
Office Phone:  334-244-3594 
Email:   david.hughes@aum.edu 
 
 
Course Description: Introduces students to the key institutions and processes shaping the 
American political system, including the Constitution, the presidency, Congress, the judiciary, 
elections, parties, and the media.  
 
Course Overview: This course is an introduction to American politics and government. It 
discusses the Constitution and its creation, the development of laws and regulations, and how 
citizens and other groups shape the policy process and policy outcomes. Primary topics include 
Congress, the presidency, courts, campaigns and elections, public opinion, civil rights, parties, 
special interest groups, political culture, and key aspects of policymaking. Students learn why and 
how the American government functions as it does and some of its key consequences. Throughout 
the course, we draw parallels between the concepts we discuss and current events as they unfold 
before us. 
 
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for enrolling in this course. 
 
Student Learning Objectives: By the end of this course, students should be able to identify and/or 
explain: 

1. The evolution and role of the Constitution in shaping American politics; 
2. The electoral process for selecting state legislators, members of Congress, and the 

president; 
3. The role Congress, the president, and courts play separately and together in the American 

political system; 
4. The role of parties, interest groups, and the media in American politics; and 
5. The impact of the structure and processes of the American political system on national and 

foreign policy. 
 

This course satisfies Area IV of the AUM Core Curriculum.  In doing so, by the end of the course 
students should be able to: 

1. Formulate and support an assertion and organize major ideas to defend that assertion in 
written and oral forms; and 

2. Clarify, analyze, evaluate, and extend arguments. 
 
Required Text:  The following textbook is required for this course: 
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Kollman, Ken.  2019.  The American Political System, 3rd Edition. New York: W. W. Norton.  
ISBN: 9780393675283. 

 
Internet Materials: All course materials provided by me (syllabus, lecture slides, etc.) are 
available on my personal website or on Blackboard.  
 
Office Hours: I am available to meet with you either in-person or remotely during office hours to 
address any of your questions or concerns. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, I am making efforts 
to avoid crowding in the Political Science Department’s office suite. To meet with me in-person, 
therefore, I ask that you reserve a 30 minute block of my office hours using the following web 
application (link here). Alternatively, you may schedule a video or voice conference if you would 
prefer to meet remotely. 
 
Email: I encourage you to contact me via email as needed. Please note, however, that I observe 
ordinary working hours and will not necessarily respond to your email on a weekend, an AUM-
observed holiday, or outside the hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  
 
COVID-19: All AUM students and employees are required to properly wear face coverings 
(securely covering the nose and mouth) when inside campus buildings and using university 
transportation – regardless of vaccination status or distancing. Spaces where face coverings are 
required include classrooms, labs, common areas, elevators and other shared indoor spaces. Face 
masks do not have to be worn outdoors, when alone in private offices, when eating inside campus 
dining facilities, when in campus residence hall rooms with a roommate, in open-air athletic venues 
or when exercising in the Wellness Center.      
 
A Note on Student Evaluations of Teaching: AUM utilizes voluntary student evaluations of 
teaching for each of its courses. These evaluations are anonymous, and I will not be able to view 
them until after final grades are posted. I value student input and use constructive comments to help 
me refine future iterations of the course. Nevertheless, as you complete these surveys, I ask that 
you please be aware of the following issues scholars have identified with respect to student 
evaluations of teaching: 
 

• Research finds that student evaluations often reflect factors unrelated to instructor or course 
quality. 

o Courses that are required for degree programs, courses that have larger class sizes, 
and courses that require mathematics typically receive lower student evaluation 
scores. 

o Female instructors, instructors of color, members of the LGBTQ community, those 
with a linguistic accent, and older instructors are also likely to be penalized in 
student evaluations.  

• Research finds that student evaluations of teaching are generally unrelated to student 
learning outcomes.  

• To learn more about the problems scholars have identified with student evaluations of 
teaching, navigate to the following address.  

 
Course Requirements:  The following assignments are intended to provide students with 
numerous opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the course objectives. Specific 
requirements are as follows: 
 

1. Exams:      80% 
2. Current Events:    10% 

https://davidhughesphd.com/courses/introduction-to-american-politics/
https://bblearn.aum.edu/
https://davidhughesphd.youcanbook.me/
http://www.rebeccakreitzer.com/bias/
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3. Attendance & Participation:   10% 
 
Description of Course Requirements:  This section provides further details regarding the primary 
requirements for student excellence in this course. 
 
Exams: There are four total exams that will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions. 
The first three are scheduled throughout the semester. I have designed these exams to assess your 
knowledge of the major themes we cover in POLS 2020. A final exam will cumulatively assess 
your knowledge of American politics. Each exam is worth 20 percent of your final grade. To aid 
you in your studies, I will distribute a study guide prior to each exam. In the event that you fall ill 
or must quarantine, reasonable accommodations will be made to deliver and receive exams 
electronically.  
 
Current Events: Each student will evaluate a news article on two different occasions throughout 
the semester. For each occasion, students will select a news article from some news outlet such as 
the New York Times, Politico, The Hill, etc. They will present their article to their peers at the 
beginning of class on their assigned dates (these will be decided once the class roster is finalized). 
For their presentations, students will orally summarize the nature of the article in addition to how 
that article relates to some aspect we have discussed in the class. Presentations should be no longer 
than a few minutes. Students will be assessed on this component based upon their knowledge of 
the article and their ability to coherently describe its contents and connection to the course’s 
materials. Students must also turn in a paper copy of their article at the time of their presentation. 
 
Attendance & Participation: Your attendance is required. This is a small class, and we will be 
getting to know one another. Simply showing up is insufficient for you to receive full credit on this 
component. You are expected also to contribute to classroom discussion, to ask questions during 
lectures or during office hours, and to thoughtfully and respectfully engage with your peers or 
professor when they are speaking. Effective participation in this course means completing your 
assigned readings before class begins and preparing questions that help to fill the gaps in your 
knowledge.  
 
Late and Makeup Assignments: I will not accept late current events. However, I do allow for 
makeup assignments. Makeup assignments may be completed for full credit provided that you 
properly document the reason you were unable to complete an assignment by its due date and that 
you complete this makeup within seven days of the time you were cleared to resume AUM 
activities.  
 
Final Grades:  Your final grade will be assessed according to the following scale: 
 
 A  90 to 100 
 B+  87 to 89 
 B  80 to 86 
 C+  77 to 79 
 C  70 to 76 
 D+  67 to 69 
 D  60 to 66 
 F  Below 60 
 
Schedule: A tentative schedule appears below. Assigned readings should be completed before the 
date on which they are assigned. Electronic readings are indicated by an asterisk and are posted on 
Blackboard.  
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Date Topic Reading 

August 17 Introduction 
What is politics? 
What is government? 

 

August 19 Why government? Kollman, Ch. 1 

August 24-26 The U.S. Constitution Kollman, Ch. 2 
August 31-September 2 Federalism Kollman, Ch. 3 

No Class for Labor Day Holiday (September 7) 

September 9 Exam 1 
September 14 Political campaigns Kollman, pp. 507-22 

 
September 16-21 Elections Kollman, pp 491-505, 525-

529 
 

September 23-28 Congress Kollman, Ch. 5 
 

September 30-October 5 The presidency Kollman, Ch. 6 
October 7 Exam 2 
October 12-14 The judiciary Kollman, Ch. 8 
October 19-26  Civil rights and liberties Kollman, Ch. 4 
October 28-November 2 Judicial decision-making & 

landmark cases 
Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954)* 

November 4 Exam 3 
November 9 Public opinion Kollman, Ch. 9 

 
November 11-16 Political participation Kollman, Ch. 10 
November 18 Political parties Kollman, Ch. 12 

No Class for Thanksgiving Holiday (November 22-26) 
November 30 Interest groups and the 

Media 
 
Complete evaluations 

Kollman, Ch. 11 & 14 
 

December 2 Final Exam (10:45 am to 1:15 pm) 
 

 
General University Policies 

 
Attendance Reporting Policy: An attendance verification policy is in place for students accepting 
federal grants and loans. Absences from class may affect a student’s eligibility for these funds. For 
regularly scheduled classes, attendance is monitored for the first three class meetings; for classes 
that meet on weekends, or once per week, attendance is monitored for the first two class meetings; 
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for classes that meet for "half-term", attendance is monitored for the first two class meetings. 
Students who have not attended/participated in any session by the report date are reported as no 
shows and their financial aid may be reduced or cancelled as a result. 
 
Withdrawal: A student who wishes to withdraw from the course or has missed too many classes 
must complete the standard process for dropping a class by the withdrawal date for the term 
(Sunday October 31, 2021). 
 
Disability Accommodations: Students in face-to-face classes who need accommodations are 
asked to arrange a meeting during office hours to discuss your accommodations. If you have a 
conflict with office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact 
me by email. If you have not registered for accommodation services through the Center for 
Disability Services (CDS), but need accommodations, make an appointment with CDS, 147 Taylor 
Center, or call 334-244-3631 or e-mail CDS at cds@aum.edu. 
 
Free Academic Support: All students have the opportunity to receive free academic support at 
AUM. Visit the Learning Center (LC) in the WASC on second floor Library or the Instructional 
Support Lab (ISL) in 203 Goodwyn Hall. The LC/ISL offers writing consulting as well as tutoring 
in almost every class through graduate school. The LC may be reached at 244-3470 (call or walk-
in for a session), and the ISL may be reached at 244-3265. ISL tutoring is first-come-first served. 
Current operating hours can be found at https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-
support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/. 
 
Academic Honesty: The Student Academic Honesty Code applies to all students taking Auburn 
University at Montgomery classes. By act of registration, all students agree to conform to this Code. 
The regulations are designed to support the interests of Auburn University at Montgomery and its 
students and faculty in maintaining the honesty and integrity essential to and inherent in an 
academic institution. The full policy can be found in the Student Handbook beginning on p. 67 
(https://www.aum.edu/aum-student-handbook/). In this course, any act of academic dishonesty, as 
defined in the AUM Student Handbook, will result in a grade of zero on the assignment in question 
and may, depending upon the severity of the infraction, result in further sanctions as outlined in the 
AUM Student Handbook.  
 
Technology Assistance: Students may seek technology assistance from the ITS Help Desk located 
in the computer lab on the first floor of the Taylor Center. You may also call 334-244-3500 or email 
helpdesk@aum.edu. 
 
Curtiss Course Critiques: AUM is committed to effective teaching. Students assist in maintaining 
and enhancing this effectiveness by completing teaching evaluations in a thoughtful and honest 
manner. We ask that you take time to respond to all questions and write comments. I can use your 
feedback to know what is working in the course and what is not working and improve the learning 
experience. The instructor will not be given students comments nor informed of the aggregate 
results of evaluations until after final grades have been submitted. All individual student responses 
will be confidential. The evaluations will be available on the following schedule: Opens – 
November 10, 2021; Closes – December 2, 2021. https://www.aum.edu/curtiss-course-critiques/ 
 
Key Semester Dates:  Please keep the following important dates in mind: 
 

• Last Day to Add Classes    Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021 
• Last Day for 100% Refund    Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021 
• Labor Day Holiday     Mon. & Tue., Sept. 6-7, 2021 

mailto:cds@aum.edu
https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/
https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl/
https://www.aum.edu/aum-student-handbook/
mailto:helpdesk@aum.edu
https://www.aum.edu/curtiss-course-critiques/
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• Last Day for 50% Refund    Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021 
• Mid-Semester Grades Due    Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021 
• Last Day to Drop     Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021 
• Thanksgiving Holiday     November 20 – 28, 2021 
• Classes End (Complete evaluations)    Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021 
• Final Exam      Thursday, December 2, 2021 


