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Introduction

By the end of this unit, students should be able to explain the
following:

• What political intermediaries are in American society,

• How they help us to solve collective action problems, and

• How they can present their own problems in a democratic
society.
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A Party Puzzle

Americans have historically low assessments of political parties. So
why do we have them?
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The “Mischiefs of Faction”

• The American founders were
long suspicious of parties.

• And yet they sprung up
almost instantaneously in
the 1790s. Why?

• What role do they serve in
society?
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The Logic of Political Parties

Parties solve collective action
problems by:

• Running Government

• Organizing and Funding
Campaigns

• Recruiting Candidates

• Orienting Voters’ Expectations

How can parties impede our
collective goals?

John Aldrich (Duke University)
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The Evolution of American Political Parties

• First Party System: 1796–1828

• Second Party System:
1828–1856

• Third Party System: 1856–1896

• Fourth Party System:
1896–1932

• Fifth Party System: 1932–1968

• Sixth Party System: 1968–
Hamilton and Jefferson
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What is an Interest Group?

• Like-minded individuals
organized to achieve policy
goals

• Engages in inside and/or
outside lobbying

• Represents business, labor,
nonprofits, single-issues, etc.
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Rationale and Payoffs for Interest Groups

Interest groups help solve collective
action problems by:

• They animate public opinion

• They coordinate public policy
outcomes

• But they can also “go rogue.”

How might special interests impede
our collective goals?
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What are the Media?

• Media are technological
means of conveying
information.

• Mass media use these
technologies to target a
broad audience.

• In politics, this means,
newspapers, television,
social media, etc.
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Rationale and Payoffs for Mass Media

• Information providers,
evaluators, and interpreters

• Combats the
principal-agency problem,
and lowers costs to public
participation

• But, then there’s
gatekeeping, agenda-setting,
and confirmation bias.
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Conclusion

• Political intermediaries help to grease the wheels of politics by
making government, policy-making, and representation
possible.

• Nevertheless, due to information asymmetries, these
intermediaries can also impede the very collective goals we
want them to help us achieve.
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