
POLS 2020: Study Guide 2 
 

Use the following prompts to help you study for the second POLS 2020 exam. Think critically 
about these issues and be thorough in your preparations. Note that I might ask you about some of 
the political events we discuss in class for bonus points. Also note that you are only accountable 
for the materials we covered in class between Exam 1 and 2.  
 

1. What do elections accomplish in democracies? That is, why do we hold them? 
2. What explains which candidates win elections and which lose? What are voters looking for 

in candidates?  
3. What is the median voter theorem? Is it a realistic representation of how politics works in 

America? Why or why not? 
4. The U.S. Constitution grants states the right to administer the “time, place, and manner” of 

holding elections. Explain some of the differences by which states hold their elections with 
respect to time, place, and manner elections (e.g., a caucus election, runoffs, single-member 
districts, early voting, absentee voting, etc.). 

5. What does public financing of political campaigns involve? Identify one pro and one con 
regarding such public financing.  

6. What’s a democracy voucher, and how does it work? How does it address criticisms of 
public financing of political campaigns?  

7. How does the Electoral College select presidents and vice presidents? How democratic of 
in institution is this?  

8. What does it take for a candidate to run for office? Put differently, what things can a 
candidate do to increase their likelihood of winning election? 

9. How did the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United change campaign spending 
in American politics?  

10. How do candidates campaign for office? That is, how do they advertise their policy 
positions, qualifications, etc. to voters? 

11. What is the logic of attack advertising, and when is it most likely to be successful in a 
political campaign?  

12. How have recent political campaigns employed social media to promote their candidacies 
for office?  

13. Why do U.S. House members enjoy an outsize incumbency advantage compared to 
senators? What are two factors that contribute to the incumbency advantage, regardless of 
legislative chamber?  

14. Legislators are often said to be “single-minded seekers of reelection.” What does this 
means in terms of the types of representatives they are in office?  

15. What is gerrymandering? What are some of the strategies one uses to gerrymander? Why 
might gerrymandering be concerning to democratic norms, and what should the ideal 
district look like?  

16. What’s the difference between a racial and a partisan gerrymander? Are Alabama’s 
congressional districts guilty of being either type of gerrymander?  

17. What are some of the leadership positions in Congress, and what do these individuals do? 
How is leadership chosen, and what’s the difference between leaders in the majority versus 
the minority party?  



18. What’s the difference between a standing and a select committee? What role do committees 
serve in congressional politics? Who runs them? 

19. What special role does the Rules Committee play in the House of Representatives?  
20. What can leadership do to gain a wavering member’s vote (either to punish or reward 

them)?  
21. What are caucuses in Congress? Identify one of these caucuses and explain how members 

attempt to influence legislation.  
22. What is a filibuster, and how is one ended? How have filibuster rules changed over time, 

and why do some Democrats today consider eliminating it?  
23. What is the “right of first recognition” in the Senate, and how does this empower the Senate 

majority leader?  
24. What role does the vice president play in the U.S. Senate?  
25. How does a bill become a law? Explain every step. 
26. What is meant by the fact that the Executive Department of American government is a 

“unitary executive”?  
27. What are executive orders and executive agreements? How do they differ from ordinary 

legislation and treaties?  
28. What is the president’s veto power, and how can Congress override it? How common are 

either?  
29. What is a “rally around the flag” effect, and identify one example of this phenomenon in 

presidential politics. 
30. What does it mean that the president is the commander in chief? What powers does this 

involve? 
31. What is the president’s appointment power, and how might this power be checked by the 

Senate? What is senatorial courtesy? 
32. What is the pardon power? Is there any limit to this power?  
33. What is the president’s cabinet, and what do cabinet secretaries do?  
34. What is the federal bureaucracy? What purpose do they serve in American society? What 

are some of the different types of government agencies, and how do they differ? 
35. How does the federal bureaucracy engage in policy-making in American government?  
36. What is a government corporation?  
37. Explain the concept of an “iron triangle.” Why can these be problematic? What is meant 

by “agency drift” or “agency capture”?  
 


