
Survey Research Experience (Fall 2020) 
 

POLS 6972 

 

Department of Political Science and Public Administration 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 

Auburn University at Montgomery 

 

Professor:  David A. Hughes, Ph.D. 

Lectures:   M & W, 6:20 to 7:35 pm (Education Building 209E) 

Breakouts:   TBD 

Office:    Goodwyn Hall 209G 

Office Hours:  Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 pm  

Phone:   334-244-3594 

Email:   david.hughes@aum.edu 

 

 

Course Description: This course introduces students to the theory and practice of survey research 

and design. It takes a hands-on, practitioner’s approach that will give students the opportunity to 

write and design surveys, to accurately sample populations of interest, to conduct polling over the 

internet, and to analyze and present survey results to appropriate audiences. No prerequisites are 

required for enrollment in this course.  

 

Student Learning Objectives: This course has four learning objectives. By the time students 

complete this course, they should be able to: 

 

1. Devise variable operationalization strategies that minimize the risk of mismeasurement, 

2. Explain the ways scientists sample populations and the proper use of these methods, 

3. Interpret survey results appropriately, and 

4. Present survey results to appropriate audiences.   

 

Required Text:  The following text is required for every student enrolled in this course:  

 

Ruel, Erin, William Edward Wagner III, and Brian Joseph Gillespie. The Practice of Survey 

Research: Theory and Applications. Los Angeles: Sage Press. ISBN: 978-1-4522-3527-1.  

 

Computers and Software: For this class, we will engage in data analysis including descriptive 

statistics, hypothesis-testing, and multiple regression. As such, you will need to acquire some type 

of computer software capable of performing these tasks. I will provide tutorials using the software, 

Stata. You can purchase a Stata license (get the student version) at the following address (link here). 

Alternatively, you can download the statistical software, R, which is free but has a steeper learning 

curve (Windows users link here; Mac users link here). You will also need to acquire access to 

Qualtrics. A free version is available here.  

 

Class Format: To reduce the chance for infection for the members of the class, the instructor will 

offer the class using a virtual-delivery mode while being physically present in the classroom, health 

and government regulations permitting. That means that students can choose to participate in a 

class meeting remotely if they have access to an internet-ready device and Zoom. If you plan to 

avail yourself of this delivery option, you must notify me ahead of time so that I can send you the 

https://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/
https://cran.r-project.org/bin/windows/base/
https://cran.r-project.org/bin/macosx/
https://www.qualtrics.com/free-account/
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login credentials. Whether you attend class in-person or remotely, your active participation is 

required. 

 

Internet Materials: All course materials provided by me (syllabus, lecture slides, data, etc.) are 

available on my personal website (link here) and on Blackboard.   

 

Office Hours: I am available to meet with you either in-person or remotely during office hours to 

address any of your questions or concerns. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, I am making efforts 

to avoid crowding in the Political Science Department’s office suite. To meet with me in-person, 

therefore, you must make an appointment for office hours using the following web application (link 

here). When you come to the office, please ring the doorbell, and someone will let you in. 

Alternatively, you may schedule a video or voice conference if you would prefer to meet remotely.  

 

Email: I encourage you to contact me via email as needed. Please note, however, that I observe 

ordinary working hours and will not necessarily respond to your email on a weekend, an AUM-

observed holiday, or outside the hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  

 

COVID-19: Under AUM’s COVID-19 Campus Health Policy, all students must wear face 

coverings during most campus activities, including during our in-person class sessions, unless an 

exemption has been approved by the Dean of Students or the Center for Disability Services. 

 

Academic Integrity: Any act of academic dishonesty to include those actions noted below will 

result in an F for the assignment in which it occurs. Other disciplinary sanctions may follow 

depending on the severity of the act. Auburn University at Montgomery prohibits cheating on 

examinations, unauthorized collaboration on assignments, unauthorized access to examinations or 

course materials, plagiarism (i.e., the use of another’s idea(s) or phrase(s) and representing 

that/those idea(s) as your own, either intentionally or unintentionally), and other unethical 

activities. For the University policy, students should see pages 65-66 of the AUM Student 

Handbook. Those pages contain the Student Academic Honesty Code. It is available at: 

http://www.aum.edu/current-students/advising-resources/student-handbook. 

 

Disability Accommodations: Auburn University at Montgomery attempts to make reasonable 

accommodations to meet the special needs of its students with disabilities. Students requiring 

special services should notify the instructor as soon as possible. Assistance is available from the 

Center for Disability Services, which is located in 147 Taylor Center and can be reached at 244-

3631 or cds@aum.edu. It is recommended that those seeking accommodations make arrangements 

at the beginning of the term. 

 

Free Academic Support: All students have the opportunity to receive free academic support at 

AUM. The LC/ISL offers writing consulting as well as tutoring in almost every class through 

graduate school. The LC may be reached at 244-3470 (call or walk-in for a session), and the ISL 

may be reached at 244-3265.  ISL information available from: www.aum.edu/learningcenter. 

 

Electronic Services: Free technology assistance is available from the ITS Help Desk. Students can 

visit the Help Desk, which is located in the computer lab on the first floor of the Taylor Center, or 

call 334-244-3500 or email helpdesk@aum.edu. 

 

Course Requirements:  The following components are intended to provide students with multiple 

opportunities to demonstrate mastery of the course objectives. Specific requirements are as follows: 

 

1. Survey Research Paper:   50% 

https://davidhughesphd.com/courses/survey-research/
https://davidhughesphd.youcanbook.me/
https://davidhughesphd.youcanbook.me/
http://www.aum.edu/current-students/advising-resources/student-handbook
mailto:cds@aum.edu
http://www.aum.edu/learningcenter
mailto:helpdesk@aum.edu
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a. First draft:  (15%) 

b. Final draft:  (25%) 

c. Presentation:   (10%) 

2. Data Exercise:    10% 

3. Mock Survey and IRB Protocol:  10% 

4. Blog Essays:    15% 

5. Attendance and Participation:  15% 

    

Description of Course Requirements: This section provides additional details of the four 

components on which students will be assessed. In the event that you fall ill or must quarantine, 

reasonable accommodations will be made to facilitate completion of course requirements. 

 

Survey Research Paper. For this component of the course, you examine a research question in 

coordination with me. As part of this course, we will be polling individuals in real-life. We will use 

data we gather from these surveys to conduct political science research. The idea is that we will 

produce work that is worthy of publication in a peer-reviewed journal. To these ends, you will write 

a paper that addresses a research question using survey methods. Your work will be completed in 

two drafts to be followed by an oral presentation.  

 

For the first draft, you will write a paper that that includes an introduction to your research question, 

a review of relevant literature, a section on theory and hypotheses, and proposed data and research 

design. For your literature review, keep in mind that the point of a literature review isn’t to examine 

every single publication related to your topic. It’s an opportunity to examine the prevailing, big 

picture ideas that help to explain phenomena related to your topic. You should review no fewer 

than 20 academic sources.1 For your theory and hypotheses, remember that these aren’t the same 

thing. Hypotheses outline expected relationships between variables. Theory explains why we ever 

should expect those relationships to begin with. For your proposed data and research design, 

explain how you will measure your concepts using survey methods. Finally, outline your research 

design. You’re using survey methods, but these could be experimental, observational etc. Your first 

draft is due by 11:59:59 pm on October 23, 2020. 

 

For your second draft, you will take what you did in draft 1 (accounting for my feedback), and 

conduct the analysis using the data and research design we implemented with the AUM Poll. I will 

distribute the raw data for you to use for this component of the assignment. You will describe all 

relevant data using figures or tables, you will test your hypotheses using appropriate statistical 

methodologies, and you will explain all of your results. Don’t forget to end your research paper 

with a concluding section that reflects upon what you’ve done. I also require that you include a 

section following your bibliography that includes all computer code you used to generate results 

for your paper. You can simply copy and paste you do-file for this. Your final research paper is due 

no later than 7:30 pm on December 9, 2020.  

 

Your research paper should adhere to the American Political Science Association’s style-guide. It 

should be between 8,000 and 10,000 words, excluding the title page and references. Your paper 

should be formatted with 11 point, Times New Roman font, one-inch margins, and double-spacing 

throughout. You need to include a title page and a bibliography. All tables and figures should be 

affixed to the top of a given page and should include a caption and notes such that they stand alone 

from the main text of the paper. Your paper should be coherently organized and formatted, its pages 

should be numbered, and it should be free of grammatical or citation errors. Any assertion that is 

 
1 As far as this course is concerned, an academic source is a peer-reviewed journal article or book. 

If you’re unsure whether a source is academic, ask.  
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not common knowledge needs to be supported by citations to relevant academic sources. Failure to 

format your paper correctly will result in a 10 point reduction in your grade, and plagiarism 

(including but not limited to failure to cite relevant materials) will be disciplined in accordance 

with the section on “Academic Integrity” above. Remember that I expect polished work. This 

means you have adhered to all of the above guidelines and have put time and thought into crafting 

a clear, engaging piece of writing. See the grading rubric below to see how I assess written work.  

 

Finally, you will present the fruit of your research orally to your classmates and me. This portion 

of the assignment is due after the Thanksgiving holidays; therefore, these presentations will occur 

virtually via Zoom. All students will log on to the Zoom platform and take turns presenting their 

research. Your presentation should be approximately 10 minutes. You should use slides for your 

presentation. I will post additional materials to help you put this presentation together. After your 

presentation, I will budget approximately five minutes for questions from audience members and 

myself. For this component of the assignment, I will assess you based upon your preparedness 

along with the clarity and persuasiveness of your argument. Research presentations will occur on 

November 30, 2020 during our regularly scheduled meeting time.  

 

Blog Essays. I will assign each of you an area from a survey conducted among Alabama voters for 

which you will write two blog articles. Your job is to write an approximately 800 to 1,000 word 

essay that details the survey’s findings in this area. I encourage you to be as creative as possible 

when writing this blog article. Use Stata graphs, open-source pictures, tables, etc. Link to other, 

relevant webpages in-text to help your reader understand the topic better. Essentially, write a 

compelling report real-life individuals would be interested in reading. For this component, you will 

be graded upon the clarity and accuracy of your writing. Your first blog essay is due by 11:59:59 

pm on October 9, 2020, and your second is due by 11:59:59 pm on November 6, 2020. 

 

Data Exercise: I will assign you a simple data analysis to help you get familiarized with Stata. I 

will post this assignment at a later date, but please keep in mind that your work must be typed, 

cleanly organized, and that you must turn in your Stata code along with your work. This assignment 

is due no later than 11:59:59 pm on November 4, 2020.  

 

Mock Survey and IRB Protocol: To help you familiarize yourself with Qualtrics and the AUM IRB 

review process, you will submit a mock survey and IRB protocol for the project that will eventually 

become your research paper. For your survey, please provide both a pdf version and the URL for 

your Qualtrics survey. For your IRB protocol, follow all directions provided by the AUM IRB. 

While you needn’t attach a CITI certificate, you must include all relevant appendixes. Your work 

is due no later than 11:59:59 pm on September 25, 2020.  

 

Attendance and Participation. Your attendance is required. This is a small class, and we will place 

a heavy emphasis on work performed together. You are expected to contribute to classroom 

discussion, to ask questions during lectures, and to attend breakout meetings having carefully read 

and prepared thoughts for the day’s assigned readings.  

 

Grading Rubric: To help you better understand how I grade your written assignments, I provide 

the following grading rubric.  

 

a) Grammar and Mechanics (33.33%): Writing earning full credit on this component of the 

rubric will exhibit no grammatical errors whatsoever. Sentence fragments, missing 

punctuation, or improper punctuation are all grounds for penalization.  
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b) Organization and Flow (33.33%): Writing earning full credit on this component of the 

rubric will exhibit a clear and logical progression of ideas. Wandering writing styles with 

minimal attention to transitions in ideas are grounds for penalization.  

c) Clarity and Persuasiveness (33.33%): Writing earning full credit on this component of the 

rubric will exhibit a clearly identifiable and plausible argument supported appropriately by 

evidence. Vague or incoherent arguments that misrepresent or fail to cite appropriate 

evidence are grounds for penalization.   

 

Make-Up and Late Assignments:  If you miss an assignment, it can be made-up if and only if 

your absence from class is accompanied by a doctor’s note or for some properly documented family 

emergency, university-sanctioned event, or religious observance. Permitted make-up assignments 

must be completed within one week of a student’s return to regular university activities, and the 

nature of this assignment is at the discretion of the professor.  Make-ups will be scheduled on a 

case-by-case basis. Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for every business day they 

are late. 

 

Final Grades:  Your final grade will be assessed according to the following scale: 

 

 A  90 to 100 

 B+  87 to 89 

 B  80 to 86 

 C+  77 to 79 

 C  70 to 76 

 D+  67 to 69 

 D  60 to 66 

 F  Below 60  

 

Key Semester Dates:  Please keep the following important AUM dates in mind: 

 

Last day to add classes:    August 20 

Registration cancellation:   August 21 

Last day for 100% refund:   August 24 

Last day to apply for fall graduation:  August 28 

Labor Day holidays:    September 7-8 

Last day for 50% refund:   September 9 

Last day to drop classes:   October 23 

Complete course evaluations:   November 18 

Thanksgiving holiday:    November 23-27 (Classes move online) 

Final assignment due:    December 9 (7:30 pm) 

 

Course Schedule:  A tentative schedule appears below. Note that this outline is subject to change.  

Readings marked with an asterisk (*) are available electronically.  

 

Date Topic Reading Due 

August 17-19 Introduction to course 

Introduction to surveys 

Introduction to AUM Poll 

 

Application: Survey 

research interests 

Required 

Chs. 1-2 
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August 24-26 Introduction to Stata and 

mapping 

Introduction to Qualtrics 

 

Application: 

Geographical data 

analysis 

Recommended 

Stata tutorial 

Qualtrics tutorial 

 

 

 
 

 

Aug. 31 Research designs 

Level of measurement 

Question wording  

 

Application: AUM Poll 

questions 

Required 

Chs. 3-4 

Bishop et al. (1978)* 

Schuldt et al. (2011)* 

 

September 7 
No class for Labor Day 

September 1-9 Measurement scales 

Experimental vignettes 

 

Applications: GSS data 

and abortion attitudes; 

AUM Poll experimental 

design 

 

Required 

Alexander and Becker 

(1978)* 

Armaly (2018)* 

Data exercise  

(9/4/2020) 

September 14-16 Measurement reliability 

and validity 

 

Application: Measuring 

voter ideology 

Required 

Chs. 5-6 

Chavez and Mitchell 

(2020)* 

Uttl and Smibert (2017)* 

 

September 21-23 Ethics in survey research 

IRB protocols 

 

Application: Complete 

IRB protocol for AUM 

Poll 

Required 

Belmont Report 

Mock survey 

and IRB 

protocol 

(9/25/2020) 

September 28-30 Probability sampling, 

margin of error, and 

statistical inference 

 

Application: Inference 

using SRS, stratified, and 
clustered sampling 

Required 

Ch. 7 

 

Recommended 

Stata'a svy command 

 

October 5-7 Non-probability sampling 

and weighting 

 

Application: Generating 

weights for AUM Poll 

target population 

 
 

Required 

Ch. 8 

Baker et al. (2013)* 

Vavreck and Rivers 

(2008)* 

Blog 1 

(10/9/2020) 

http://tutorials.iq.harvard.edu/Stata/StataIntro/StataIntro.html
https://www.qualtrics.com/support/survey-platform/getting-started/survey-platform-overview/
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
https://www.stata.com/manuals13/svy.pdf
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October 12-14 Data collection, coding, 

and cleaning 

Codebooks and topline 

summaries 

 

Application: Qualtrics 

data cleaning; Stata value 

labels; AUM Poll toplines 

Required 

Chs. 10-13 

 

Recommended 

Stata labeling 

 

October 19-21 Describing data, central 

tendency and dispersion 

Tables and figures 

 

Application: AUM Poll 

blog articles 

Required 

Ch. 14 

 

Recommended 

Stata descriptives 

Research paper 

draft 1 

(10/23/2020) 

October 26-28 Bivariate data analysis 

Hypothesis-testing 

Statistical significance 

 

Application: AUM Poll 

blog articles 

Required 

Ch. 15 

 

Recommended 

Stata bivariates 

 
 

 

November 2-4 Causal inference using 

experimental survey 

research designs 

 

Application: ANOVA 

and difference of 

differences; Research 

papers 

Required 

Stata difference-in-

differences 

Stata anova 

Blog 2 

(11/6/2020) 

November 9-11 Causal inference using 

observational survey 

research designs 

 

Application: Linear 

regression analysis; 

Research papers 

Required 

Stata OLS 

 

November 16-18 Causal inference using 

observational survey 

research designs 

 

Application: Categorical 

regression analysis; 

Research papers 

Required 

Stata logit 

Stata ordered logit 

Stata multinomial logit 

 

Recommended 

Stata Poisson 

Stata negative binomial 

 

November 23-26 
No Class for Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 30 
Research presentations 

December 9 
Final draft of Research Paper due December 9 (7:30 pm) 

 

https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/modules/labeling-data/
http://courses.washington.edu/b517/Misc/Disc2.pdf
http://www.populationsurveyanalysis.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/bivariate_handout.pdf
https://www.stata.com/meeting/uk12/abstracts/materials/uk12_villa.pdf
https://www.stata.com/meeting/uk12/abstracts/materials/uk12_villa.pdf
https://campusguides.lib.utah.edu/c.php?g=160853&p=1052391
https://statistics.laerd.com/stata-tutorials/linear-regression-using-stata.php
https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/dae/logistic-regression/
https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/dae/ordered-logistic-regression/
https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/dae/multinomiallogistic-regression/
https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/dae/poisson-regression/
https://stats.idre.ucla.edu/stata/dae/negative-binomial-regression/
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