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Course Description: Realize it or not, but you make causal claims about the world around 
you all the time. That is, you see a problem or puzzle, and you propose an explanation. Our 
problem-solving skills are one of our defining features as a species. As political scientists, 
we take these skills and look for answers to political phenomena. We think about the 
behavior of politicians, voters, or government institutions, for example, and conjecture over 
why they behave as they do. But despite our best efforts, we sometimes conjecture 
incorrectly. This course will help you to craft coherent, logically consistent, and 
empirically testable hypotheses. To put it simply, you will learn how to tell the difference 
between sound and unsound scientific methods in your quest for valid causal explanations. 
There is no prerequisite to enrollment in this course. Political Science majors must earn a 
minimum grade of a C in satisfaction of major requirements.  
 
Student Learning Objectives: By the time students complete this course, they should be 
able to state and explain every step of the scientific method, and they should be able to 
apply this knowledge to contemporary political phenomena.     
 
Required Text:  The following text is required for every student enrolled in this course:  
 
Johnson, Janet Buttolph, H. T. Reynolds, and Jason D. Mycoff. 2016. Political Science 

Research Methods, 8th Ed. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.   
 
Academic Integrity: Any act of academic dishonesty to include those actions noted below 
will result in an F for the assignment in which it occurs. Other disciplinary sanctions may 
follow depending on the severity of the act. Auburn University at Montgomery prohibits 
cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration on assignments, unauthorized access 
to examinations or course materials, plagiarism (i.e., the use of another’s idea(s) or 
phrase(s) and representing that/those idea(s) as your own, either intentionally or 
unintentionally), and other unethical activities. For the University policy, students should 
see pages 65-66 of the AUM Student Handbook. Those pages contain the Student 
Academic Honesty Code. It is available at: http://www.aum.edu/current-students/advising-
resources/student-handbook. 



 

Disability Accommodations: Auburn University at Montgomery attempts to make 
reasonable accommodations to meet the special needs of its students with disabilities. 
Students requiring special services should notify the instructor as soon as possible. 
Assistance is available from the Center for Disability Services, which is located in 147 
Taylor Center and can be reached at 244-3631 or cds@aum.edu. It is recommended that 
those seeking accommodations make arrangements at the beginning of the term. 
 
Free Academic Support: All students have the opportunity to receive free academic 
support at AUM. Visit the Learning Center (LC) in the WASC on second floor Library or 
the Instructional Support Lab (ISL) in 203 Goodwyn Hall. The LC.ISL offers writing 
consulting as well as tutoring in almost every class through graduate school. The LC may 
be reached at 244-3470 (call or walk-in for a session), and the ISL may be reached at 244-
3265.  ISL tutoring is first-come-first served. Current operating hours can be found 
at www.aum.edu/learningcenter. 
 
Electronic Services: Free technology assistance is available from the ITS Help Desk. 
Students can visit the Help Desk, which is located in the computer lab on the first floor of 
the Taylor Center, or call 334-244-3500 or email helpdesk@aum.edu. 
 
Course Requirements:  The following components are intended to provide students with 
multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery of the course objectives. Specific 
requirements are as follows: 
    

1. Writing Assignments:   40%   
2. Group Research Project:  40% 

a. Research Paper: 30% 
b. Presentation:   10% 

3. Participation:    10% 
4. CITI Certification/IRB Protocol: 10% 

 
Description of Course Requirements:  This section provides further details of the four 
components on which students will be assessed. 
 
Writing Assignments: Throughout the semester, you will individually complete portions of 
what will eventually become your group research paper. There will be four total writing 
assignments (worth 10 percent of your final grade each—40 percent in total). For each 
assignment, you will be graded based upon how closely your follow directions and how 
thoroughly you address each component of the assignment. Every student has the one-time 
opportunity to resubmit a writing assignment I have already graded for a higher grade 
provided that they resubmit no later than one week after the day I return them to the class. 
Writing assignments and resubmissions are due no later than 11:59:59 pm of their due date.  
 
Group Research Project: Depending on final enrollment numbers, students will split up 
into groups of approximately two to four individuals. Each group will examine a research 
question the professor assigns them. Each group will write a paper that reviews the relevant 
literature on this political phenomenon, proposes theoretical hypotheses that help to explain 
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this phenomenon, operationalizes variables via surveys, and interprets results using 
appropriate research methods. Students will turn in a single paper on behalf of their group 
(worth 30 percent of their final grade) and will present their findings to their classmates at 
the end of the semester (worth 10 percent). I will provide a supplementary handout on 
Blackboard that further discusses what ought to go into this research paper and 
presentation. Upon completing this project, each student will peer review his or her fellow 
group members. Your grade on this component of the course will depend upon the quality 
of the group paper and presentation, in addition to the quality of your peer reviews.  
 
Participation: Your attendance and participation in class is paramount to your success. 
You should note that simply “showing up” is not the same thing as participating. Classroom 
participation means coming to class having completed the assigned readings and having 
prepared to ask thoughtful questions. Please note that after two unexcused absences, your 
grade will be lowered by 10 percentage points per unexcused absence.  
 
CITI Certification/IRB Protocol: As a part of your group research project, every student 
must become CITI certified, and each group must submit a research protocol to the AUM 
Institutional Review Board (IRB). Each student must turn in a certificate of CITI 
completion no later than September 4, 2019. Each group must turn in an IRB approved 
protocol with their final paper. Groups that fail to turn in an IRB approved protocol will be 
assigned a grade of zero for the research project. These components constitute 10 percent 
of students’ total grades. Students will either receive full credit on this component or no 
credit whatsoever..  
 
Make-Up and Late Assignments:  If you miss an assignment, it can be made-up if and 
only if your absence from class is accompanied by a doctor’s note or for some properly 
documented family emergency, university-sanctioned event, or religious observance. 
Permitted make-up assignments must be completed within one week of a student’s return 
to regular university activities, and the nature of this assignment is at the discretion of the 
professor.  Make-ups will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis. Late assignments will be 
penalized one letter grade for every business day they are late. 
 
Grading:  Final grades will be assessed according to the following scale: 
 
 A 90 to 100 
 B 80 to 89 
 C 70 to 79 
 D 60 to 69 
 F Below 60 
 
Key Semester Dates:  Please keep the following important AUM dates in mind: 
 
Last day to add classes:   August 22, 2019 
Registration cancellation:   August 23, 2019 
Last day for 100% refund:   August 26, 2019 
Last day to apply for fall graduation:  August 30, 2019 



 

Labor Day holidays (no classes):  September 2-3, 2019 
Last day for 50% refund:   September 11, 2019 
Last day to drop classes:   October 25, 2019 
Thanksgiving holidays (no classes):  November 25-29 
Complete course evaluations:   December 3, 2019 
Classes end:     December 3, 2019 
Final exam time:    December 11, 2019 (1:30 to 4:00 pm)  
 
Course Outline:  A tentative schedule appears below. Readings should be completed 
before the session to which they are assigned. Note that this outline is subject to change. 
Throughout the semester, I will also post articles on Blackboard for you to read.  
 

Date Topic Reading Due 

Aug. 19-21 Introduction to POLS 3010 
What is political science? 

Chapters 1-2  

Aug. 26 Research questions pp. 74-82 
 

 

Aug. 28 AUM’s Institutional Review 
Board  

NA Groups and projects 
assigned 

Sept. 2 Labor Day Holiday (No Class) 

Sept. 4-9 Literature reviews pp. 82-102 
 

CITI Certificate 
(Sept. 4) 

Sept. 11-16 Theory Forestiere* 
 

 

Sept. 18-23 Hypotheses Chapter 4 Writing assignment 1 
(Sept. 18) 

Sept. 25-30 Levels of variable measurement 
Measurement validity 

Chapter 5 
 

 

Oct. 2-7 Research design  
Introduction to causal inference 

Chapter 6 
 

Writing assignment 2 
(Oct. 2) 

Oct. 9-14 Sampling Chapter 7 
 

 

Oct. 16-21 Recording data Chapter 8 Writing assignment 3 
(Oct. 16) 

Oct. 23-28 Surveys Chapter 10  

Oct. 30-Nov. 4 Descriptive statistics 
Relationships between variables 

Chapter 11  

Nov. 6-11 Hypothesis-testing Chapter 12 Writing assignment 4 
(Nov. 6) 

Nov. 13-20 Introduction to regression Chapters 13-14  

Nov. 25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday (No Class) 

Dec. 3 Group Research Presentations 

Dec. 11 Final draft of research paper due no later than 4:00 pm 
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